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Instructors

Megan Bontrager (m.bontrager@utoronto.ca, 530-407-7507)

Micah Freedman (micah.freedman@utoronto.ca)

Dates
August 1- 14, 2026

Location
Koffler Scientific Reserve at Joker's Hill, King City, ON (www.ksr.utoronto.ca)

Cost
$1,025.00 CAD (plus tuition fee* for 0.5 credits). This fee covers lodging, food, and transportation
from the University of Toronto St. George Campus to the field station and back.

* Note on tuition for St. George students: if you paid tuition per course in the previous Fall/Winter
session, you will have to pay summer tuition and incidental fees once you have been added to the
course. Summer tuition may be waived if (1) you paid tuition as a flat program fee in the previous
Fall/Winter session; and (2) you are enrolled in the field course only (i.e., not enrolled in other courses
over the summer); and (3) the field course count towards a program requirement. Please note that you
must pay the incidental fees before the deadline. However, the incidental fees will be credited back to
you sometime in July only if you do not enroll in other summer courses.

Prerequisite: BIO220H1 and a course in statistics and permission of department

Recommended: second- or third-year course in ecology and/or evolution; an introductory statistics
course or some previous experience with R.

Course Description

The objective of this course is to give students a broad overview of the natural history of south-central
Ontario and to introduce them to some of the most commonly used methods in the study of field
ecology and evolution. We will observe many types of organisms (e.g., plants, insects, birds) in a wide
array of environments with a focus on the organisms studied by the course instructors. Students will
experience hands-on learning through natural history walks, preparation of plant and insect specimens,
group projects, and an independent research project. We will also have some lectures and group
discussions of the scientific literature during the evenings. In the second half of the course, each
student will design and conduct their own research project, which they will present to classmatesin a
symposium and write up in the format of a scientific paper. Further details on the course and specifics
of what to bring will be provided in the spring to those who enroll.
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Physical Demands and Risks

While exploring and conducting research at KSR you may encounter mosquitoes, blackflies, poison
ivy, ticks, bees, wasps, and rugged terrain. Teaching and research will be conducted outdoors, and
you should be prepared for cold weather, hot weather, rain, and sun. During your own field
research, you will work independently on the property. We want to support the participation of
students of all abilities. Students who enroll in the course will have the opportunity to discuss and
plan accommodations they require with the instructional team.

Course Structure

For the first week, the course is structured around group activities. Days begin with breakfast at
7:30 a.m., and end with an after-dinner discussion that typically runs until 9:00 p.m. Daytime
activities will include guided walks and group field projects. The second half of the course is
devoted to independent research projects. Students will plan their days and evenings to complete
experimental design and set up, data collection, and data analysis. The course ends with all
students presenting their projects at a research symposium.

Housing and Meals

- There are several residences on the reserve. Three to five students will share a bedroom/bathroom.
Roommate assignments will be made taking students’ comfort and preferences into account (e.g.,
sharing a room with students of the same gender identity or with the identity(ies) that they are most
comfortable sharing with).

- Shared bathrooms have full running water and showers.
- Laundry facilities are available in the main residence.

- Most of the Koffler Scientific Reserve is not open to the public, meaning that students will
encounter only classmates and the resident research staff and students.

- Meals are provided in the dining room of the main residence. Vegetarian, vegan, kosher, halal, and
allergy-friendly diets are readily accommodated. Students will have access to kitchens and
refrigerators and are welcome to supplement meals with their own snacks.

- Students will be assigned to kitchen clean-up duties for two days of the course.

- Most residences and facilities have (slow) wi-fi. Cell phone coverage is strong at the residences and
laboratory, but spotty across other parts of the property.

Credit
0.5 FCE

Evaluation

Marks are based on class participation, leading a group discussion, performance on group projects,
and the oral and written presentation of an individual project. Students are also expected to hand in
their field notes and data.

e Leading group discussion of a pre-assigned scientific paper: 5%

e Field notebook and specimen collections: 15%

e Class performance and participation (this includes group projects, paper discussions, and
general participation in the course): 20%



e Oral presentation on individual project: 20%
e Written report on individual project (submitted two weeks after the end of the course): 40%

Registration, Enrollment, and Grades

e Students accepted will be enrolled in this course through the EEB Undergraduate Office.

e The University's Grading Practices Policy states that some graded work be returned before the
date to cancel a course without academic penalty. Please be aware that this is not practical for
a two-week field course.

e This course is not eligible for CR/NCR option.

e Ifyouintend to graduate in Fall 2026, the timeline for turning in final course grades in time for
completing your degree may be very tight. If you have further questions or concerns about this,
please contact the instructors directly.



